


Assessment, Observation & Planning in Early Years
1. In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), the main purpose of assessment is to:
A. Label children by ability
B. Support learning and identify next steps
C. Compare children to national averages
D. Prepare children for exams
2. Which observation method is most suitable for capturing a child’s spontaneous play?
A. Time sample
B. Running record
C. Naturalistic observation
D. Standardised test
 3. A practitioner writes: “Aisha placed three shapes in the sorter and said ‘triangle’.”
This is an example of:**
A. A subjective observation
B. An evaluation
C. An objective observation
D. A judgement about ability
4. Which tool helps track children’s progress against EYFS developmental areas?
A. Medical records
B. Developmental checklists
C. Reward charts
D. Seating plans



5. Why is partnership with parents important for early years assessment?
A. Parents help enforce rules
B. Parents provide insight into the child’s learning outside the setting
C. Parents replace formal observations
D. Parents make planning easier
6. A “next step” in planning should:
A. Be unrelated to previous observations
B. Build on what the child can already do
C. Be difficult to encourage rapid progress
D. Be based only on teacher interest
7. Which of the following is a planned observation in early years?
A. Watching children play without purpose
B. Observing language use during a story session
C. Listening while walking past
D. Looking for behaviours that seem interesting
8. A time sample is best used to observe:
A. How many words a child knows
B. Interactions at regular intervals
C. A child’s drawing ability
D. End-of-year outcomes
9. The EYFS encourages assessment that is:
A. Formal and test-based
B. Ongoing and embedded in daily practice
C. Only done during planned activities
D. Completed once per term
10. Which example shows subjective observation?
A. “Child sat for five minutes at the writing table.”
B. “Child seems bored during circle time.”
C. “Child counted from one to six.”
D. “Child poured water from jug to cup.”
11. A learning journal or portfolio typically includes:
A. Only written assessments
B. Children’s work and observations
C. Only photographs
D. Only reports for parents

12. Which type of assessment happens as children learn and guides immediate teaching?
A. Summative assessment
B. Formative assessment
C. Baseline assessment
D. Standardised assessment
13. Observations in early years should mainly focus on:
A. Catching negative behaviours
B. Recording achievements and interests
C. Identifying weaknesses only
D. Comparing children with peers
14. Which planning type outlines activities for the week based on current observations?
A. Long-term planning
B. Medium-term planning
C. Weekly or short-term planning
D. Annual planning
15. When observing young children, practitioners should:
A. Interfere often to guide the play
B. Use judgemental language
C. Stay unobtrusive and focus on what the child does
D. Record only unusual behaviour

